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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-35 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior lo the dale of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



3. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
7,373,496 to Sekiguchi et al. 



4. As to claim 1, Sekiguchi discloses a rapid restart method comprising: saving, before 
restart of an OS, process information in the OS relating to a user process [col. 13, lines 14-52, 
and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5] to a save area on a main memory device [500]; initializing, at 
the restart of the OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not restarting the main 
memory area used by the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and restoring the saved process 
information in the OS after the restart of the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 
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5. As to claim 2, Sekiguchi discloses a rapid restart method comprising: saving, before 
restart of an OS, process information in the OS relating to a user process to a save area on a main 
memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5], while setting a restart 
flag for the saved process information to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not 
[col. 10, lines 14-20]; initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory area used by the OS 
while not restarting the main memory area used by the user process for which the restart flag is 
set not to restart [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and restoring the saved process information of the user 
process for which the restart flag is set not to restart in the OS, after the restart of the OS [col. 10, 
line 29 -col. 11, line 35]. 

6. As to claim 3, Sekiguchi discloses a rapid restart method comprising: saving, before 
restart of an OS, process information in the OS relating to a user process to be continuously 
operated after restart of the OS, to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, 
and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory area 
used by the OS while not restarting the main memory area used by the user process [col. 10, lines 
6-10]; and restoring the saved process information in the OS, after the restart of the OS [col. 10, 
line 29 -col. 11, line 35]. 

7. As to claim 4, Sekiguchi discloses a rapid restart method comprising: saving, before 
restart of an OS, process information in the OS relating to a user process to be continuously 
operated after restart of the OS, to a save area on a main memory device by referring to a process 
ID table in which an identifier for a process to be continuously operated or a process not to be 
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continuously operated after restart of the OS [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, 
line 5]; initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not 
restarting the main memory area used by the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and restoring the 
saved process information in the OS, after the restart of the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 
35]. 



8. As to claim 5, Sekiguchi discloses a rapid restart method comprising: saving, at 
generation of a user process, process information in the OS relating to the generated user process 
to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 
5]; setting, at switching of the user process, a restart flag for the saved process information to 
designate whether the process is to be restarted or not, while updating the process information 
saved in the save area to the latest state if the process is not to be restarted [603]; nullifying the 
saved process information, at termination of the user process [1004]; initializing, at restart of an 
OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not restarting the main memory area used by 
the user process for which the restart flag is set not to restart [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and restoring, 
after the restart of the OS, the saved process information of the user process for which the restart 
flag is set not to restart in the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 



9. As to claim 6, Sekiguchi discloses when a restart flag is set for process information 
relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not, all the 
user processes belonging to the same user application program as the user process are searched, 
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and restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user processes are also set 
to the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 

10. As to claim 7, Sekiguchi discloses when a restart flag is set for process information 
relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not, all the 
user processes belonging to the user application program as the user process are searched, and 
restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user processes are also set to 
the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 

11. As to claim 8, Sekiguchi discloses the OS is started up from an OS main memory image 
stored in a nonvolatile storage portion forming a part of the main memory device [FIG. 1, 
"REBOOT LOADER" in main memory device 102]. 

12. As to claim 9, Sekiguchi discloses every time occurs a write access from the OS to the 
nonvolatile storage portion during system operation, data in an address range having a 
predetermined width including the address at which the write access has occurred is copied from 
the nonvolatile storage portion to a substitute area ensured in a readable/writable main memory 
portion forming a part of the main memory device, and subsequent accesses to the address range 
having the predetermined width are converted to accesses to the substitute area [col. 9, line 39 — 
col. 10, line 5]. 
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13. As to claim 10, Sekiguchi discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information 
relating to a user process to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 
9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; main memory initialization means for initializing, at the restart of the 
OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not initializing the main memory area used by 
the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for restoring the saved 
process information in the OS, after the restart of the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

14. As to claim 11, Sekiguchi discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information 
relating to a user process to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 
9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; restart flag setting means for setting a restart flag for the saved 
process information to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not [col. 10, lines 14- 
20]; main memory initialization means for initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory 
area used by the OS while not initializing the main memory area used by the user process for 
which the restart flag is set not to restart [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for 
restoring, after the restart of the OS, the saved process information of the user process for which 
the restart flag is set not to restart in the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

15. As to claim 12, Sekiguchi discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information in the 
OS relating to a user process to be continuously operated after restart of the OS, to a save area on 
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a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; main memory 
initialization means for initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory area used by the 
OS while not restarting the main memory area used by the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and 
process restoration means for restoring the saved process information in the OS, after the restart 
of the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

16. As to claim 13, Sekiguchi discloses before the restart of the OS, the process information 
saving means saves process information in the OS relating to a user process to be continuously 
operated after restart of the OS, to the save area on the main memory device, by referring to a 
process ID table storing identifiers of processes to be continuously operated or of processes not 
to be continuously operated [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]. 

17. As to claim 14, Sekiguchi discloses an information processing apparatus comprising: 
process save area generating means for saving, at generation of a user process, process 
information in the OS relating to the generated user process to a save area on a main memory 
device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; process save information 
updating means for setting, at switching of the user process, a restart flag for the saved process 
information to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not, while updating the process 
information saved in the save area to the latest state if the process is not to be restarted [col. 10, 
lines 14-20]; process information save area releasing means for nullifying the saved process 
information, at termination of the user process [1004]; main memory initialization means for 
initializing, at restart of an OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not restarting the 
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main memory area used by the user process for which the restart flag is set not to restart [col. 10, 
lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for restoring, after the restart of the OS, the saved 
process information of the user process for which the restart flag is set not to restart, in the OS 
[col. 10, line 29 -col. 11, line 35]. 

18. As to claim 15, Sekiguchi discloses means for searching, when a restart flag is set for 
process information relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be 
restarted or not, all the user processes belonging to the same user application program as the user 
process, and setting restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user 
processes to the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 

19. As to claim 16, Sekiguchi discloses means for searching, when a restart flag is set for 
process information relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be 
restarted or not, all the user processes belonging to the user application program as the user 
process, and setting restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user 
processes to the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 

20. As to claim 17, Sekiguchi discloses means for starting up the OS from an OS main 
memory image stored in a nonvolatile storage portion forming a part of the main memory device 
[FIG. 1, "REBOOT LOADER" in main memory device 102]. 
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21. As to claim 18, Sekiguchi discloses means for copying, at every occurrence of a write 
access from the OS to the nonvolatile storage portion during system operation, data in an address 
range having a predetermined width including the address at which the write access has occurred 
from the nonvolatile storage portion to a substitute area ensured in a readable/writable main 
memory portion forming a part of the main memory device, and for converting subsequent 
accesses to the address range having the predetermined width to accesses to the substitute area 
[col. 9, line 39— col. 10, line 5]. 



22. As to claim 19, Sekiguchi discloses a program for causing a computer to function as: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information in the 
OS relating to a user process to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and 
col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; main memory initialization means for initializing, at the restart 
of the OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not initializing the main memory area 
used by the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for restoring the 
saved process information in the OS after the restart of the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 
35]. 



23. As to claim 20, Sekiguchi discloses a program for causing a computer to function as: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information 
relating to a user process to a save area on a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 
9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; restart flag setting means for setting a restart flag for the saved 
process information to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not [col. 10, lines 14- 
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20]; main memory initialization means for initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory 
area used by the OS while not initializing the main memory area used by the user process for 
which the restart flag is set not to restart [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for 
restoring, after the restart of the OS, the saved process information of the user process for which 
the restart flag is set not to restart in the OS [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

24. As to claim 21, Sekiguchi discloses a program for causing a computer to function as: 
process information saving means for saving, before restart of an OS, process information in the 
OS relating to a user process to be continuously operated after restart of the OS, to a save area on 
a main memory device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; main memory 
initialization means for initializing, at the restart of the OS, the main memory area used by the 
OS while not restarting the main memory area used by the user process [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and 
process restoration means for restoring, after the restart of the OS, the saved process information 
in the OS [col. 10, line 29 -col. 11, line 35]. 

25. As to claim 22, Sekiguchi discloses before the restart of the OS, the process information 
saving means saves process information in the OS relating to a user process to be continuously 
operated after restart of the OS, to the save area on the main memory device, by referring to a 
process ID table storing identifiers of processes to be continuously operated or of processes not 
to be continuously operated [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]. 
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26. As to claim 23, Sekiguchi discloses a program for causing a computer to function as: 
process save area generating means for saving, at generation of a user process, process 
information in the OS relating to the generated user process to a save area on a main memory 
device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — col. 10, line 5]; process save information 
updating means for setting, at switching of the user process, a restart flag for the saved process 
information to designate whether the process is to be restarted or not, while updating the process 
information saved in the save area to the latest state if the process is not to be restarted [col. 10, 
lines 14-20]; process information save area releasing means for nullifying the saved process 
information, at termination of the user process [1004]; main memory initialization means for 
initializing, at restart of an OS, the main memory area used by the OS while not restarting the 
main memory area used by the user process for which the restart flag is set not to restart [col. 10, 
lines 6-10]; and process restoration means for restoring, after the restart of the OS, the saved 
process information of the user process for which the restart flag is set not to restart in the OS 
[col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

27. As to claim 24, Sekiguchi discloses means for searching, when a restart flag is set for 
process information relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be 
restarted or not, all the user processes belonging to the same user application program as the user 
process, and setting restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user 
processes to the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 
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28. As to claim 25, Sekiguchi discloses means for searching all the user processes belonging 
to the user application program as the user process, when a restart flag is set for process 
information relating to a certain user process to designate whether the process is to be restarted 
or not, and setting restart flags in the process information relating to all the searched user 
processes to the same value [col. 8, lines 19-37]. 

29. As to claim 26, Sekiguchi discloses means for starting up the OS from an OS main 
memory image stored in a nonvolatile storage portion forming a part of the main memory device 
[FIG. 1, "REBOOT LOADER" in main memory device 102]. 

30. As to claim 27, Sekiguchi discloses means for copying, at every occurrence of a write 
access from the OS to the nonvolatile storage portion during system operation, data in an address 
range having a predetermined width including the address at which the write access has occurred 
from the nonvolatile storage portion to a substitute area ensured in a readable/writable main 
memory portion forming part of the main memory device, and for converting subsequent 
accesses to the address range having the predetermined width to accesses to the substitute area 
[col. 9, line 39— col. 10, line 5]. 

31. As to claim 28, Sekiguchi discloses a method for restarting an OS in a computer in which 
a first OS memory area for loading an OS and a process memory area for loading processes are 
allocated on a main memory, and the OS and the processes are loaded in the respective areas, the 
OS restart method comprising: a first step of acquiring process information, that is information 
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for the OS to manage the processes, from the first OS memory area and storing the same in a 
save area provided in a predetermined storage device [col. 13, lines 14-52, and col. 9, line 39 — 
col. 10, line 5]; a second step of initializing the first OS memory area while holding the process 
memory area [col. 10, lines 6-10]; a third step of allocating a second OS memory area on the 
main memory and loading the OS therein [col. 10, lines 6-10]; and a fourth step of updating the 
process information in the OS memory area according to the process information stored in the 
first step [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, line 35]. 

32. As to claim 29, Sekiguchi discloses selecting a process to be held from the processes 
loaded in the process memory area [col. 10, lines 56-58]; and initializing the process memory 
area allocated to the processes not selected [col. 10, lines 56-58]. 

33. As to claim 30, Sekiguchi discloses the save area is provided on the main memory [102]. 

34. As to claim 3 1 , Sekiguchi discloses information indicating whether each of the processes 
is to be restarted or not is stored in the save area together with the process information of the 
relevant process [FIG. 6]. 

35. As to claim 32, Sekiguchi discloses information indicating whether each of the processes 
is to be restarted or not is stored in a separate storage device from the storage device having the 
save area provided therein [105]. 
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36. As to claim 33, Sekiguchi discloses processing to generate, update and release the save 
area are executed in accordance with the generation, switching and termination of a process on 
the storage device having the save area provided therein [col. 11, lines 21-28]. 

37. As to claim 34, Sekiguchi discloses preliminarily preparing a nonvolatile storage device 
storing an image of the OS when it is loaded in the main memory, the third step referring to the 
image stored in the nonvolatile storage device to load the OS in the main memory [111]. 

38. As to claim 35, Sekiguchi discloses loading a process including a plurality of processes 
associated with one application program in the process memory area; selecting a process to be 
held from among the processes loaded in the process memory area; and initializing the process 
memory area allocated to the processes other than the selected process and the other processes 
associated with the same application program as the selected process [col. 10, line 29 - col. 11, 
line 35]. 

Conclusion 

39. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERIC CHANG whose telephone number is (571)272-3671. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Lee can be reached on (571) 272-3667. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Eric Chang/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2116 



/Thomas Lee/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2115 



